
GOLD MINERS' ADVENTURES.
IIMil) TIMES IN '-/.9.

sOMH OK THF, EXPERIENCES AMD PRI¬
VATION'S IN' BARLT CALIFOR¬

NIA DAYS.

01*T (>K Tilt: WORLD OF rivil.l/.ATlnN* -A IUIX

«'F r.\i:i; with ni'iii PR*"a* DOOKS and

IWI'I'KS AT A I'KKMIl M HOW A "FARM

KR'S ALMANAC' WAS \ Til!*ri AT|-*I».

The discovery of gold in large quantities la
Alaska and the reports "f large finds have stimu¬
lated trav«-i in that direction, and excitement
similar t«t that Which prevailed in the United
States wh.n gold »-as discovered ¡n California,
and in England whin the first reporta came from
the African gold fields, prevails in the far West
Mining and exploring exptedltions have already
stalled and others ar<- being organised. New-

York, Philadelphia and Chicago pap« rs contain

advertisements of .'prospecting parties*1 which
any person may join by paying an initiation fee

of »J800, and adventurers are working their way

toward the Pacific (Toast with a view to being
near the mines, if they cannot be in them.
There are many original "Forty-niners" in va¬

rious parts of the United States, and many
cities hav«.» organi'.alions where the original
gold-hunters meet every year to tell the stories
and relate the adventures which made "the

days of "4i>" the most important in th.-ir

careen. The experiences of these men are

listened to with renewed interest at this time.

Many of the whit,-headed gold-hunter« of the
days of '4'J believe that the risks which
nun take in going to the new gold ilelds are

as nothing compared with what th«-y «lid "'way
back In '49."
"No matter how hard they will have to work,"

çaid one old man. "the men who go to Alaska
will never have to put up with what we had to

'if the days when gold was flirt found In Cali¬
fornia. There are railroads and the telegraph now,
und improvements of all kinds that bring people
near to civilization, no matter how far away

they may be, but in thote days we got on a ship
and went by way of Aspinwall and I'anama, with
the chancea four out of ten that we should die

of the fever; or we went overland In a 'prairie
schooner,' with the chances about the came that

we should t»e killed by the Indians or robtu-d tiy
desp.-radoes. Once on the spot, we were cut off
from our friends, and there was no regularity
about communication with the rest of the world.
California was a world for Itself, and, all things

Considered, a pretty tough world at that, where
everything, except hum m life, was high, where a

man had to have his wits about him every min¬

óte and be prepared to fight for his rights."
To prove the fact that everything was high it

¿as shown by old memorandum bo«>ks that when

the roiuls to Sacramento City were poor prices
advanced in a fabulous degree. Flour sold at $1
a pound, molasses and vinegar brought %'l a

bottle and a small bot'le at that- potatoes were

quoted at %\ .r>0 a pound f»nd other provisions in

propon ion. An Ames shovel was worth $1(» and
a good pair of heavy boots were worth from

|40 I" $80.
"The chief article of food.'' said the story¬

teller, "in those «lays was the Chilian bean, and
such was its value that in times of scar« ity huge
nuggets «if gold \fore given in exchange for a

ban of beans."
The following bill <>f fare from a primitiv- hotel

in a milling settlement will giv«- an ld«ea of the

cost «if living:
4>-

Kid »i iUAI»i llnTI'l..
Hanfftown, January, I8B0.

M. ki-stnku.Proprietor.
»SOUP.

Bean .%'. im

Ox-Tsll (sl.ort). 1 mi I
ROAST.

lie. i". v.ild, prime cut. 158 I
I...-I, up ¡«mg. 1 00
It.-« f, s la nio.le (plain). 1 ml I
H««f. with on«- pota I (fair ¦-.iz«»). | 2S
I'.tf. lam.-, from Ark..;-.i-. 1

\'i:«;i:'r.\i:i.i.'H.
Baked beans, plain. 7.'.
Baked bean«, utea.---.-.!. 1 8
Two potatoes (medium -i/.-i.M
Two potatoes, peeled. 75 i

KNTKKKS.
Sauerkraut . l M
Bacon, fri.-.i. 100 I
Bacon, «luffed. l SO '

l! i-i. low grade. 7.".
Hash, is carats. i ui

; \ M B.
Codfish balls, per pair. 7.".
Grtsxly, roast. 109
Orlxxly, tried. 75
Jai-ka*« rabbit, whole. ISO

PASTRY.
Rice pudding, plain. 75 1
Bl i* itii molasi .¦ . 100
Rice, with l.r.in.ly pearhea. SOO
S«,i.are meal with .l.-si.-n. 0

1'ayal.le in .ni- lure.
<;.!«! «calf« on the end of the bar.

This restaurant wna In ¦ placer where the

first hanging in the State bad talo n place.
Books and papers were at s premium There

w.-r, a few Bibles that had been brought by way
. >f "the Il«.rn," but that was all. li became
known thai a "Warmer's Almanac" had been

packed with some stuff which arrived In ramp,
an«l it was quickly bought at a ridiculously high
price. He who became the possessor wrote lat« r:

I read th«- almanac through and through, for-
ward anil backward, s. leways and upside down,
and by spring had a/quired such a knowledge
of estronomkal science that I could hav.- located
the signs «>f the Zodiac blindfolded, stand on my
head and calculate an eclipse, for«_-t«-ll the con¬

dition of the weather f««r more than i« n years

ahead, and prOgTOOSl¡eat«- the value of popcorn,

baked )m anuta and chswlng-gtun crops for th.-

whole time. I

TUE ALASKAN NATIYES.

A RACK NKITHKI. INDIANS KOR KSQUI-
MATJ8, BUT MOKOOLlANa

Tlll.llt «-IVI1 I/.ATION ASP OTIUamAK.ATfON

«SI atOBBIONS s. mi; Of riiKiit

PBCOUAJUTIEB.
White people «©lug Into Atasks are Inclined to

regard the aboriginal inhabitants as a bran.h of

the great race »f Amcri.an Indians: y.-i t«« the
anthr« pologhrl they are an absolute ami diStlH« I

race, not having a dr««P «>f the Mood B* the

American race in their MsUS, unless it has come

from «ross-br- ding with the red Indians fur¬

ther south.
The inhabitants of SotitiVa l«rn Alaska and

th«« adja<-nt i.ritish pu.«Basions are «purely Mon

«¡olían, and without doubt «eme from Japanese
origin. How they came to be in America is a

question that will probably n.-ver be BUtlsfac
tortly answered. These people res« mble the .1 >i

an.se more than thej do any Other nation of

people on the face of the globe. ¡. «in in physiog
nomy. traits of character, build an.l other feat*
ur<-s. Their «rude manufa.tures, carvings in

wood and walrus ivory have a decidedly Mon
goiian eharacter ar« bent These people ar

round along the ...ast and to quite an extent in¬

land from s uth ««f Sitka to north of th.- Yukon,

where they become a mix«d race, having to a

A ri.INtilT (AI.ASK Ai INDIAN WOMAN.
(Copyright, IBM, by Winter & «Pond.)

¡large extent in the Yukon country mixed with

I th«- Bsqulmaus, pi-.nl.u-ing a race that Is n Ith« r

iSsquimau, Aleut nor Alaskan in the trie- ... r..--

of the terms
These people can be seen In their complete

purity of blood at Chilkat, on Portage Bay,
Lyon Canal about nln« tj n k north of Juntsau.
H.to ar.- situai«-.1 the two misal« ns of the Pn

byterian Board of Home Mis lona known aa

Haines and Chilkat missions, which are man¬

aged by the Rev. William W, Warne, a-ho la
now In the Bast, bul who »ill return to Chilkat
ihls fall.

\t Chilkat there ,:i«- no mix«"! bl ..-.!... and the
people there, were it n«»t for Ihelr dress and
their aboriginal life, might readilj i««- taken for
low-caste Jspanese. They are fishermen, mostly,

and ¡«ay but little att« ntion i the mln «a, ex pt
that man) ..f them «go to Juneau and work in
the mln a then n laborera for day wages
When the Chilkat Mission was Ural estab¬

lished some six or seven years ago these people
I livid little better than animals, and practised
the moal degrading and horrible riteB of fell h

lam as their religion. Their habitations were

little better than plgatys, and often as high as

twi nty adulta w mid Uve ¡n a hut nol more than

ten feet square, i Ith a whole regiment of «t .us

thrown In. Since the mission has been estab-
l.sh.-d. however, they have learned to build bet-
ter habitations, many of them learning mechan-
h al trades and following them, and also they
have learned to wear the clothing «if civilisation.
With the advent of the Christian missions

largo numb« rs of the Chllkats have abend >n«ed
many of their and' nt customs. In the old tin ¦-.

they were wont to indulge in the most cruel rob¬
beries ..f the helpless. These cases of looting
were taken by the robbed as a matter of course,
as It was the custom and was expected. When«
ever a man died his relativas would turn hi.s

Widow out of doors at once and rob her of everj

piece of money, clothing and other property
even to the rings on her fingers and In her ear!

and the bracelets on her arms. They would no

Stan leave her a single blanket, not a piece cl

drb-d salmon, which Is their bread and meat

but would strii) her of everything, even to th«

«lothing on her person, leaving her standinK Ir

the street of their village as nude as the Venus
de Medici. When the wife died her relative.«
would treat the surviving husband In the same

way, and in both tases the robbed would have

to begin life over in some way. With the woman
it was usually by timling another husband, and
with the man by llmling another wife. Mr,
Warne, however, has succeeded in br.-aklns up

this practice to a great degree, and few cases

l OW happen.
The Chilkat« reckon their wealth in blankets,

and a wealthy man will often accumulate as

many as a thousand blankets. To add to their
'ock of blankets through life they would undcr-
,o any hardship, in many cases actually starv¬

ing themselves to ad«l to their accumulations.
Th.* ordinary food eaten by the Chllkats Is

fresh or dtieil salmon, but when hungry they
will often consume larg« quantities or lard and
.:her fat. A st r.-keeper In Jtineau tells of one

ible-bodled chilkat who came Into his store and

purchased a f..ur-«iuart tin of hog lard and cot-

tonseed oil combine«!, and ate every drop of It

before leaving the store.

One ¡' th-ir gleitest delicacies is what is
knov n as the salmon berry, ¿i fruit salmon-red in
color and shaped like bhteJiherriea This fruit
ha a musky an l at the same tim.- an unpleas¬
ant flavor for white people, but the Chilkats
ail them their greatest relish. They «»at large

quantities --f them in ,\n oil the preparation of
which, to «ay th,» least, i.-, peculiar.

In making thi« <>il th.- women gather up all the
.-i heads and bury them underneath the

ground, irhere they leave them for several days,
m lil they become very odoriferous and "ripe."
Tl..-n they dig ihe fish beads up. place them In
an «i«l boat and throw red-hot stones among
th :n to it; "in the oil. After the stones cool
ii..- Chltkal women :;. t into ii,,. boat and squeese
ui the oil from th.- Bsh heads by tramping and

¡»tamping upon them with their bare feet Th«»
»II i- then dipped up, and, b.-ir.g poured «iver the
r «on berries, makes -to tin« chilkats -an an»

i-ii-.ii dish which th.-y partake of with great
a::-1 evident relish. It is not likely that ans of
the t nderfeel journeying up Into the gold dig«
gli ,.-- ..f th«- (Jlondyke will stop at any Chilkat

public-houses ..u th.» way for a dish of salmon
i. -¡Ties dressi d in oil.
Th>- Chilkats are rapidly laying aside their old

customs and habits, and many <>f them are be«
coming Christianized. Wrere it not for the influ¬
ence i,.-id among them by a race of high-caste
fakirs, dervishes, or, more properly speaking,
witch doctors, one generation would see them

.thoroughly civilized. .Most ..f the murders com¬

mitted nowaday« are directly traced to the in-
ilneni.f th- witch dut.us, and particularly t«>

one man known as Bcundeau. This old scamp
I.as Just served a term in San yuentin »Prison,
in California, but so much did Mr. Warn.» fear
i.is Influent» over the people that upon coining
away he committed several old w »men whom
Scuudeau had accused oí pracUt»in¡; witchcraft

to the care of the Government police, for fear

that while he was gone they might be put out of

the way.
The country around Chilkat Is not, a« many

suppose, a cold country. I-ast winter the aver¬

age tempsrat ure was 18 above zero, while In the

summit! the temperature rises to 78 degrees.

Potatoes, turnips, rutabagas, b«'cts and other

hardy vegetables grow there in profusion, but

th" summer season is not long enough for the

ripening of fruit*, tomatoes, corn, beans, onions

and such v«'g"tables. Rye, wheat and buckwheat
will grow and ripen, but oats and other grains
do not do well. There is plenty of grass and

good hay. As to ice, that is never seen In the

Inlets and bays on which Haines Mission,
Juneau and Chilkat are situated, as the warm

Japan current prevents that as well as pre¬

venting the severe winters.
The steamers which land passengers fos the

Clondyke do so within sight of the Presbyterian
missions at Haines and Chilkat, andmany miners

going and coming stop at the mission-houses.
Mr. Warne believes that the future great city

of Alaska must be situated at Chilkat, which is

at the head of Portage Bay, where the land

journey through Chilkat Pass, the route of the

future to the gold fields, b«*gtns. Next summer

there will unquestionably be a wagon road con¬

structed through this pass to the gold diggings,
five hundred miles distant. This can be kept
open most of the year, while the Yukon River is

choketd with Ice and frozen solid. The trip
through the Chilkat Pass, which is an all-land
route, is much safer than the one by the way

of Dyea, through the Chilkat Pass, although a

little longer. It has been made from the mis¬

sions to the gold diggings by men op foot In

summer in fourteen days.
The influence the rush to the gold fields will

have upon the aboriginal inhabitants at Chil¬

kat and other places is not hard to foretell. The

men are neither lazy nor shiftless like the

Indians, but quick witted. Intelligent and «îulck

to learn and imitate the whites. They will lay
aside their savage life, and in the future this

race will emerge from its heathenism and

perhaps become a thrifty. Industrious, law-

abiding race of people. In fact, every indica¬

tion at present points to that ultimate result,
as many of them are aln-ady possessed of con¬

siderable wealth, rua sawmills, are lumbermen

and are working in the mines. Particularly are

those who have been brought under the Influ¬

ence of the Christian missions thrifty and

rapidly accumulating wealth. In the near

future the United States Government will be

called upon to deal with the question as to

Whether these people shall be citizens or not

They are not Orientals, though unquestionably
of Mongolian origin. They are not Esquimaus,
neither are they Indians. They are not white,
neither are they black. They are to the soil

native, but do not belong to the proscribe
races to whom citizenship is denied. Many of

them own and occupy property which, whea

the country is organized, will be taxed. The

Government will be asked to fix their status, no

doubt, in the near future.

OOLD FINDS ALL THE TIME.

CtJgTOMatM «POB MININO MAC'HINKKY CON¬

STANTLY IN BYUaSaSCgs,
"The Alaska mining boom," said a dealer hi

engines, boilers and machinery', "has received

such liberal advertising that people in all parts
of the country have contracted the gold fever;
but only a few of the enthusiasts know that

gold 'finds' are reported every few months, and

that expeditions to new gold fi.-l.ls bave New-

York several times a year. About a year ago

a little vessel, much like a pilot boat, sailed
from Brooklyn with men and machinery for a

gold field on an island near Caps Horn. We put
aboard a boiler, a centrifugal pump, hoisting
machinery, rubber hose and eighteen quick-
firing rifles. The bad. r of the expedition had

samples of gold which he had taken from the

sand on the bordera of the island, where he

hoped to find mu« h more. The rich sand, ac-

conling to his story, was always submerg«'d,
and had to be scooped from the water and then

I washed.
"But we have gold-mining customers whose

j find is nearer thin the Horn. About six months

ago two men caste to our place, whose appear¬
ance Indicated that they had been roughing it

! for a long time. They looked about and whis¬

pered, snd finally on« of them said that they
were looking for an engine and a pump. He

hesitated «hen we ask.-d about his business, but

conquered his timidity and said: Well, to be

«square with you, we've struck gold and struck
it rich, and must have machinery to help us

(along' Then he slowed a number of samples
of cold in dust and ore with th«- Assay Offtee'S
certificate ..f th.-ir worth. The men paid for
the machinery and it was forwarded t«> th« ¡r
pla.-e In North Carolina, Where they are no« at
work, with how- much success n«> one knows
"Th.se are only a tew of the Instances that

have come under our observation in a year, but

th.'.v demonstrate the fact that there ar«- gold
miners at work outside the districts which are

known as the gold regions."

FIREPROOF BABIES.
Prom Ans weirs.

A doctor residing in the East End «d London
has ills« overed a solution which renders « lothlng
absolutely fireproof. "By thia discovery," he
says, "the appalling loss of life in babies by be-
ing burned will be minimised."
The formula represents s prescription consist*

ing of 5 i»««r c.-r.t alum and 5 i«. r cenl phosphate
of ammonia, which renders the substance abso>
luteiy non-inflammable. Ail that la n« ssary is
to steep the clothing in tins solution, and tho
tissues so treated will «resist the flames


